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Defining Lies and Liars Who Tell Them

In most cases, people are quick to judge others if or when they lie. People normally label the behavior of lying as immoral although sometimes there may be valid reasons as to why one has to lie. Sometimes, people tell lies for various reasons such as for personal gain, to protect themselves or others and many other reasons. In this regard, it is clear that lies can be put in different categories such as peace keeping, trust keeping and protective or even social lies. In the stories, “Janus”, “The other Woman”, and “The Outcasts of poker flat” we see different kinds of lies as different characters tell lies for various reasons. 
One of the many categories of lies is protective. This is where an individual would lie to either protect himself or other people. In the story, “The Other Woman” the married man finds himself in an awkward situation where he has to lie. He is obsessed with a woman who is not his wife. However, he is doing greatly in other aspects of his life and has even been granted a government position where his achievements are highly lauded. He says “I am in love with my wife (Anderson, 1999).” This statement is clearly twisted with a lot of lies and an aspect of desperation and this man really wants to protect his image and position. In addition, protective lying is evident as the married man explains how he became attracted to the woman who is not his wife. Although he began to think about her until developing feelings towards her he lies to his friend claiming that; “I could not understand myself (Anderson, 1999).” It is clear from the story that the narrator, knew what he was doing and was in love with it although he lies that he was very furious of himself. This is a simple way of protecting himself from criticism. 
Trust keeping lie is another category of lies. Keeping trust lies are evident in various incidences in the stories we read. These lies are meant to ensure that one’s trust is not lost and those interacting with him maintain respect and trust upon him or her. For example, in the story, “Janus” by Ann Baettie, Andrea lies to clients in order to ensure they maintain trust in her. From the story, the author states that whenever she thought that a prospective buyer would be a lover of dogs, she would drop her dog in the house that was up for sale. Through this she won the trust of the buyers, although all what she did and said were lies. Trust-keeping lies are common in businesses. According to Baettie, “Everyone who has purchased a house or has wanted to sell a house must be familiar with some of the tricks used to convince a buyer that the house is quite special (Beattie, 1985).” Additionally, lies of trust-keeping are also evident in the story “The other woman” through the married man. Although the man was obsessed to an old woman who is said to have “bright gray eyes,” he wants to ensure that he maintains the trust that the narrator has always had on him as he assures him that the old woman was just an ordinary person who had nothing special or notable (Anderson, 1999). 
Apart from protective and trust-keeping lies, there is also another category of lies that can be referred to as intelligent lies. These are lies that one pretends not to know about or how something happened although they know it very well. This helps in not only maintaining trust, but also ensuring that one is not caught in the wrong. For example, in “Janus” Andrea is involved in intelligent lies severally. She used the bowl in selling the houses but she did not want to lose it to any of the clients. She would place it at places where it would be hard for them to see because of the height of the ceiling and refraction of sunlight. However, even those who saw it, she would not leave it and when called, she would pretend. “A bowl, somewhere in the house? Oh on a table under the window, yes, would ask (Beattie, 1985).” Although these were lie, she questioned in an intelligent way whereby no one would notice they were lies. Through that, she could not be accused of anything or lose her trust in the clients. Additionally, intelligent lies are also used by John Oakhurst in “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” as he pretends that he did not know who the men were looking for although he knew he was the one they were looking for.  He says, “I reckon they’re after somebody, ““likely it’s me (Harte, 2015).” In this case, although Mr. Oakhurst was not lying to anyone, he was intelligently playing with his mind as he tried to relieve his mind from more assumptions. In addition, there are several incidences where we see Mr. Oakhurst in great pretence in order to gain things from other people. However, with Innocent, it was hard for Mr. Oakhurst to play his tricks because as the story states, he was sober enough for such (Harte, 2015). 
In the both the married man in “the other woman” and Andrea in “Janus” pretence lie is also evident. In “Janus” Andrea pretends to the client on the call that she was not aware of any bowl in the house. Although she was trying to avoid being noticed, that can affect her trust with the clients if they notice that she is truly aware of what happened. It is clear from the story that the bowl was always on a coffee table ion her house (Beattie, 1985). On the other hand, when the married man notices that the narrator knows what he has been doing with other women apart from his own fiancé, he tries to lie that he could not understand himself (Anderson, 1999). 
 In conclusion, despite the different categories of lies, they are neither good nor bad but they hurt. People tell lies to either protect themselves from issues, criticism and counter-attacks. In addition, others lie to ensure their progress in certain factors. However, regardless of its purpose or reason, lying hurts. When a person lies and knows that whatever he or she did was not right, he or she done not live at peace. On the other hand, upon realizing, whoever is lied to is also hurt because his or her trust upon the other is betrayed. Lies are morally ambiguous at times, because they can lead the liar to more problems other than helping him or her out. On the other hand, sometimes lies can serve to save a great menace. Therefore, regardless of how bad they may be, lies are good at times, but the liars must have notable reasons to lie.  
References

Anderson, S. (1999). Winesburg, Ohio. Oxford University Press, USA.

Beattie, A. (1985). Janus. The New Yorker, 33-37.

Harte, B. (2015). The Outcasts of Poker Flat. Krill Press via PublishDrive.
